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In recent years, contemporary democratic theorists have debated the vitality of democratic 
culture in the United States and most other advanced industrial democracies. Some of these 
scholars lament the apparent lack of informed, engaged, and active citizens and the perceived 
weakness of democratic culture. However, rather than a new phenomenon, doubts about the 
ability of individuals to participate in their own governance date back to ancient Greece and have 
troubled political theorists throughout the ages. In this course, we will consider these questions 
by reading and discussing the works of both ancient and modern democratic theorists. 
Additionally, we will rely on a unique method of learning about history and governance known 
as “reacting to the past”. As part of this method, we will all participate in a role-playing 
simulation that recreates the political environment in 4th and 5th century B.C.E. Athens in which 
Greek philosophers and leaders considered and debated how to construct their political system. 
Acting in these roles, you will consider such issues such as who should make important decisions 
on behalf of Athenian society (random citizens, oligarchs, or all property-owning individuals), 
how should leaders be selected, and who should be recognized as citizens of Athens. The 
outcomes of this simulation are not pre-determined, meaning that your decisions and actions may 
differ from events as they actually occurred in ancient Greece. Upon completing the simulation, 
we will reflect on lessons learned and implications for democratic citizenship today.  
 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Martin, Thomas R. 2000. Ancient Greece: From Prehistoric to Hellenistic Times. Yale 
University Press.  
 
Plato. Translator: Desmond Lee. 1987. The Republic. Penguin Classics.  
 
Carnes, Mark and Josiah Ober. 2005. The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (3rd 
edition). 
 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. Translator: Mark Cranston. 1968. The Social Contract. Penguin 
Classics.  
 
Dahl, Robert. 1972. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. Yale University Press.  
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Assessment: 
 
 10% - class attendance and participation  

60% - three short essays (4-5 pages in length, double-spaced) each worth 20%   
20% - final paper (9-10 pages in length, double-spaced)  
10% - performance in simulation   

  
 
Grading Scale: 
 
The numerical equivalents of the letter grades are: 
 
A+ = 98%-100%  C+ = 78%-80%  F = 60% or below 
A = 93%-98%   C = 73%-78% 
A- = 90%-93%  C- = 70%-73% 
B+ = 88%-90%  D+ = 68%-70% 
B = 83%-88%   D = 63%-68% 
B- = 80%-83%  D- = 60%-63% 
 
 
General Business: 
 
Please note that class attendance is mandatory. You may miss two classes without providing an 
excuse. The class participation grade will be reduced by 5 points for every additional class 
missed, unless due to one of the following two exceptions. If you miss class due to a medical 
reason and provide documentation from a medical practitioner, your absence will be excused 
without any penalty. Any absences that result from religious observances shall also be excused 
without any penalty. Anything covered in class lectures or assigned readings may be part of the 
examinations. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out anything covered in class 
from another student. Please contact me immediately if you will need to miss class at any time 
during this semester. Students should make every effort possible to attend simulation sessions, 
as the success of this exercise requires everyone to perform their role.   
 
Any student with a disability that may prevent you from fully demonstrating your abilities should 
contact me as soon as possible so that we can make accommodations necessary to ensure full 
participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Students with disabilities are advised 
to also contact Phillip Gehman, Coordinator of Disability Services at 570-372-4340 or 
gehman@susqu.edu.  
 
Make sure that you include proper citations in any written or oral work. Plagiarism will result in 
a failure for that assignment, referral to the administration and other potential consequences. 
Please consult Sharon Stoerger’s online resource for more information on plagiarism: 
http://www.web-miner.com/plagiarism Please also consult the Susquehanna University Code of 
Student Conduct at http://www.susqu.edu/studentlife/16594.asp If you have any questions about 
what constitutes plagiarism, please contact me or the Writing Center located in Fisher Hall, 
Room 202, phone number 570-372-4342.    
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I reserve the right to move around different topics and assignments on the syllabus in 
consultation with the class. Please do not hesitate to ask questions, introduce discussion points, 
articulate your opinions and comment on the reading materials. 
  



Schedule: 
Week  Topic Readings 
August 26 Course Introduction and Simulation Discussion  

Problems of Democratic Culture in Ancient Greece 
and Today  
 

Wolin  
Putnim Chapters 2-10  

September 2 The Invention of the Democratic Citizen 
 

Martin Chapters 1, 4-5 

September 9 The Growth of Athens 
Plato’s Critique of Democracy 
 

Martin Chapters 6-7 
Plato Book 1 

September 16 Plato’s Critique of Democracy I 
 

Plato Books 2-4 

September 23 Plato’s Critique of Democracy II 
 

Plato Books 6-7, 8-9 

September 30 Introduction to Reacting to the Past   
Meet in factions and consultations with Gamemaster 
 
 

Carnes and Ober pp.1-32 
 

October 7 First and Second Meetings of the Assembly in the 
Pynx 
 

 

October 14 Third and Fourth Meetings of the Assembly in the 
Pynx  
Note: No Classes on Mid-Semester Break October 
14-15 

 

October 21 Fifth and Sixth Meetings of the Assembly in the 
Pynx 
 

 

October 28 
 

Final Meeting of the Assembly in the Pynx 
Reflection on simulation  
 

 

November 4 Republicanism and Rousseau’s Social Contract Rousseau Books I-III 

November 11 Republicanism and Rousseau’s Social Contract 
No class from. November 14-16 due to EU 
simulation 
 

Rousseau Book IV 

November 18 Polyarchies: Competition and Inclusiveness 
 

Dahl Chapters 1-3, 10 

November 25 Organizing Democracy 
Note: No Classes on Thanksgiving Break November 
27-29 
 

Lijphart Chapters 1-4 

December 2 Democracy in Deficit? 
 

Selected Readings to be 
posted on Blackboard 

 
 
 
 


